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In July 1963, only six months after George C. Wallace stood on the steps of the Alabama statehouse to proclaim the 
inunortality of Jim Crow, Governor Terry Sanford of North Carolina did something most unusual for a white southern 
politician in the era of segregation. Arguing that poverty among white and black North Carolinians was damaging the 
economic health of the state as a whole, he launched a new organization called the North Carolina Fund, devoted to 
ending poverty in North Carolina through "institutional, political, economic, and social change designed to bring about a 
functioning, democratic society" (p. 1). In this powerful social history of the fund, Robert R. Korstad and James L. 
Leloudis argue that over the fIve years of its existence the North Carolina Fund was the "advance guard" of the federal 
War on Poverty, both anticipating and mirroring the national trajectory of antipoverty efforts in the 1960s (p. 1). 

The North Carolina Fund was fmanced by private foundations in an effort to avoid a confrontation with the more 
conservative state legislature (money later came from the federal War on Poverty agencies as well). The organization 
issued grants in response to local proposals from around the state. In the summer of 1964, it helped establish an 
interracial "corps" of college student volunteers who were sent into both poor black and poor white communities 
around the state to participate in a wide variety of social service initiatives. Later, the fund's activities became more 
politically oriented, organizing mass meetings of poor mountain whites and demonstrations for better housing in 
Durham (among many other undertakings). By 1968, however, the whole project of the War on Poverty was being 
called into question by newly resurgent conservative forces. North Carolina congressman Jim Gardner focused his 
animosity on the fund, accusing it of being "a shield for the so called 'black power' straggle," while Jesse Helms, 
broadcasting on WRAL-TV, argued that federal antipoverty programs were "a literal manifestation of pouring money 
down rat holes" (pp. 297, 301). The North Carolina Fund had been designed as a fIve-year initiative, but its successor 
organization, the Foundation for Community Development, also went out of existence in 1972. 

To Right These Wrongs: The North Carolina Fund and the Battle to End Poverty, and Inequality in 1960s America 
illustrates the complex interaction between government institutions and local community movements in the War on 
Poverty. Much of the time, the civil rights and social movements of the 1960s are seen as grassroots in origin. By 
contrast, To Right These Wrongs shows an institutional grounding for civil rights and economic activism in North 
Carolina. Based primarily on the records of the fund itself, the book also gives a remarkably detailed portrait of the 
extent to which ideas about the political mobilization of poor people actually became part of the War on Poverty. 
Readers may wonder about the regional and national context of the North Carolina Fund. How did other southern states 
pursue the War on Poverty, if at all? How did the work of the fund compare with War on Poverty initiatives in northern 
cities? The rhetoric of the fund--especially the idea that the fight against poverty demanded the creation of an interracial 
mobilization of blacks and whites--echoes that of the early Students for a Democratic Society in surprising ways, 
raising questions about the interaction (or the relationship) between North Carolinians and activists elsewhere in the 
country. Most moving are the portraits of the many activists who worked with the North Carolina Fund. Through 
close analysis of a single institution, Korstad and Leloudis evoke the moral imperatives that guided these young people, 
especially their growing belief that poverty was fundamentally political in nature. 
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