
now begins his analysis of this movement with the 2009
murder of George Tiller, a medical doctor who pro-
vided late-term abortions. This may not have been the
best starting point, however, in that it uses an extreme
and somewhat isolated incident to set the tone for a
chapter that demonstrates the diverse nature of right-
wing religious activism around the turn of the twenty-
first century. But it does serve to emphasize Wuthnow’s
argument that, “No issue brought churches as directly
into the political sphere during the late 1980s and 1990s
as abortion” (p. 268). The battle to limit the teaching
of evolution in the state curriculum was the other pri-
mary issue that earned Kansas’s religious activists reg-
ular headlines.

So what is the matter with Kansas? Wuthnow implies
that if anything is the matter with his home state, it may
be the fault of migrants from Oklahoma, Missouri, Ar-
kansas, and Texas, along with their Southern Baptist
ministers. The strength of the Religious Right, he con-
cludes, “cannot be explained apart from the demo-
graphic shifts that assisted in elevating to prominence
conservative Protestant churches that had been of min-
imal importance throughout much of the state’s his-
tory” (p. 366). Native Kansans’ moderate faith in grass-
roots democracy and their suspicion of eastern elitism
has been supplanted by the radicalism of newer, less-
established groups. Wuthnow ends his narrative by ex-
plaining how in recent years the Religious Right, as it
has become institutionalized, has played a less prom-
inent—but still highly influential—role in state politics
while at the same time some of Kansas’s most successful
churches have sought to downplay culture-war issues.

In this excellent book Wuthnow masterfully crosses
disciplinary boundaries. He writes outstanding history,
but he also has a sociologist’s eye for quantitative data.
His engaging narrative is supported by vast demo-
graphic information, substantive polling results, and
over a hundred interviews. The result is an important
book that adds a fresh dimension to our understanding
of the staying power of conservatism and the relation-
ship between religion and politics in modern America.
While numerous studies have probed rightward shifts in
the West and the South, Wuthnow helps us understand
how faith and politics have long walked hand-in-hand
in the heart of red-state America.

MATTHEW AVERY SUTTON

Washington State University

ROBERT R. KORSTAD and JAMES L. LELOUDIS. To Right
These Wrongs: The North Carolina Fund and the Battle
to End Poverty and Inequality in 1960s America. Pho-
tographs by BILLY E. BARNES. With a DVD of the doc-
umentary Change Comes Knocking: The Story of the
North Carolina Fund. Chapel Hill: University of North
Carolina Press. 2010. Pp. 436. Cloth $65.00, paper
$24.95.

The War on Poverty has received significant scholarly
attention of late. The focal point has been the effec-
tiveness of grassroots empowerment authorized by the

principle of “maximum feasible participation” of the
poor. The result has been a much more detailed portrait
of the War on Poverty where recent scholars contend
that it mattered most—at the local level. This book by
Robert R. Korstad and James L. Leloudis stands at the
head of its class among these recent studies.

The University of North Carolina Press developed
this book as a prototype for its Publishing the Long Civil
Rights Movement project, and it is clear why. The book
roots the developments of the 1960s in the context of
the protracted struggle for black freedom, with partic-
ular attention to the pivotal years of the 1890s when, for
a time, a biracial Populism challenged the social order
of white supremacy. That window of opportunity closed
in the face of renewed white supremacist promises that
appealed to the gut-level hopes and fears of poor North
Carolina whites, leaving the state once again divided
and conquered by political and economic elites. The
continuing pull of this division set the parameters for
the civil rights movement in the postwar years.

Launched in 1963, the North Carolina Fund was
largely the initiative of newly elected Governor Terry
Sanford. The Fund was designed to address the needs
of all the state’s poor, black and white, and the authors
give Sanford high marks for his skill in negotiating the
state’s difficult racial terrain, as he recruited the most
able local leaders to serve on the Fund’s board and an-
ticipated the political constraints that would inevitably
arise. From the outset Sanford and his allies sought al-
ternatives to public money—subject to the political
pressures rooted in the state’s Jim Crow history—and
they coupled assistance from local and national private
foundations with state and federal funds.

Nevertheless, it required the pressure of protests to
get Sanford to spend his political capital. The key mo-
ment was his recognition that it was not just the march-
ers who were unhappy: “Incredibly,” Sanford reflected,
“these older Negroes had been dissatisfied all the time
. . . and they were intensely, if secretly, proud of the
young Negroes who were militantly insisting on
change” (pp. 51–52).

The most important story and the heart of the book
is the work of individuals and organizations at the local
level who sought that change. The most inspiring aspect
of the Fund’s story is the dedication of the North Car-
olina Volunteers, a multiracial group of young people
who served as the first ground troops of North Caro-
lina’s poverty war. The most compelling component of
the narrative is the work of determined and creative
leaders of the local organizations that the Fund sup-
ported. Leaders such as Howard Fuller in Durham and
Ernest Eppley in the western mountains were able to
identify attainable goals and projects, along with the
local citizens capable of helping to lead their own com-
munities toward those goals.

Always, resistance was around the corner. Local
elites complained about the Fund’s radicalism, includ-
ing Eppley’s attempt “ ‘to educate poor people about
govt institutions [and] to get poor people to bring pres-
sure to bear on institutions & change them’ ” (p. 263).
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Sanford himself saw his popularity plummet and his
preferred successor lose in 1964, and young conserva-
tives led by Jim Gardner energized the state Republi-
can party, with critiques of the Fund central to their
rhetoric.

This is, however, a hopeful book. While Korstad and
Leloudis concede that the Fund came nowhere near
ending poverty in North Carolina, they contend that
this story is “a source of inspiration and instruction for
a new generation of Americans charting their own ways
of combating poverty” (p. 354). They suggest the most
important lesson is that “poverty is political”—the re-
sult of conscious choices to keep structures in place that
limit economic mobility. The book succeeds admirably
in supporting that important contention, most partic-
ularly as it demonstrates in rarely seen detail the chal-
lenges of poverty in the 1960s, the determination of or-
dinary poor people to improve their lives, and the
possibility of productive alliances across the divides of
race and class.

This study makes other important contributions as
well, demonstrating the interconnectedness of poverty
and civil rights, suggesting that the national poverty war
was more organic and less Washington-centric in its or-
igins than has been understood (though it is not entirely
clear how or if it affected the efforts of the White
House), and offering a localized case study in the rise
of modern conservatism as a response to the social
movements of the 1960s. Nuanced, even-handed, and
well written, it is essential reading for students of social
change in recent American history.

EDWARD SCHMITT

University of Wisconsin,
Parkside

MEREDITH H. LAIR. Armed with Abundance: Consum-
erism and Soldiering in the Vietnam War. Chapel Hill:
University of North Carolina Press. 2011. Pp. xviii, 295.
$34.95.

Each year a large number of books is published in mil-
itary history, ranging from scholarly studies of cam-
paigns, tactics, battles, and biographies of commanders
to privately published memoirs. Meredith H. Lair has
chosen a seldom-explored topic, for she deals with the
influence of consumerism on soldiers during the Viet-
nam War. Television reports of the time showed Amer-
ican combat troops in battle, training the Army of the
Republic of Vietnam, or fighting the North Vietnamese
Army and the Vietcong during the Tet Offensive. What
was not often seen were the facilities—PXs, theaters,
beer halls, swimming pools—constructed in large and
relatively safe bases throughout South Vietnam. Lair
touches on two military truths. First, an army with low
morale has little chance of ultimate victory, and, sec-
ond, the ratio of combat troops to support troops always
favors the support force. She also correctly states a so-
cietal truth, that “material goods were the final measure
of an individual’s social worth, and that their frequent
acquisition was the citizen’s duty to the state” (p. 10).

This was a view widely held by the “Greatest Genera-
tion,” the GI veterans of World War II who were now
the parents of the soldiers in Vietnam. Those serving in
Vietnam were the children of mass advertising, espe-
cially those ads which appeared on the new medium of
television. Abundance was not a new idea for the army,
because many of the ranking officers had served in
World War II when morale services and an availability
of civilian goods were offered through military institu-
tions such as the Army Exchange System, which GIs
called simply the “PX.” Lair’s analysis of the impor-
tance of this institution for the American soldiers in
Vietnam is certainly correct.

“Same Side, Different Wars: Grunts and REMFs in
Vietnam,” the title of the first chapter, is a theme that
runs throughout Lair’s work. There were two views of
the war in Vietnam. While soldiers wore the same uni-
forms, carried the same weapons, and were told that the
Americans were defending democracy against a com-
munist aggressor, the perception of the war differed.
The grunts were the combat soldiers who often lived in
dirt and mud, with few showers and meals eaten cold
from a C-ration can. They faced a determined, well-
armed, and motivated Vietcong and the Army of North
Vietnam. Then there were the REMFs, the rear ech-
elon troops who lived on large bases and enjoyed abun-
dance daily. Lair examines what the military called the
tooth to tail ratio: the tooth, the fighting soldiers in the
field, and the tail, those who supported those troops.
The differences were dictated by a soldier’s Military
Occupational Specialty (MOS). Support troops were
quartermasters, mechanics, medical, ordnance, and
medical specialists, and others. In the field, infantry,
artillery, and armor bore the brunt of the fighting. The
ratio of tooth to tail was five support soldiers to one
combat soldier. Lair has done an excellent job in her
analysis of the differences between the two, including
how the soldiers viewed the war and how the grunts saw
those soldiers who were relatively safe on the large,
well-guarded bases. What emerges is Lair’s admiration
for the minority who “bore the battle.” There arose an
antagonism between the grunts and REMFs, some of it
based on an understandable jealousy. Attempts were
made to get PXs, beer, and other items to troops in the
field.

Soldiers in Vietnam witnessed rapid privatization of
the war, including everything from the provision of piz-
zas and beer to high-grade bulldozers and barracks
builders. Certainly the association of the army and pri-
vate contractors occurred in World War II, but, as Lair
posits, the war in Vietnam saw a massive increase in the
private sector’s footprint in a combat zone. Locals were
hired to peel potatoes for the mess halls and to clean
the barracks for the troops; at Long Binh there were six
tennis courts, over eighty basketball courts, an archery
range, and spacious movie theaters, among other ame-
nities. What evolved was an American way of war that
had begun in World War II.

Lair’s work is based on solid scholarship, and her pre-
sentation is clear and coherent. She shows the growing
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